
A Native's Return, 1945–1988 (Twentieth 
Century Journey)

 Free Ebooks
 William L. Shirer

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/pQmgD/A-Natives-Return-1945-1988-Twentieth-Century-Journey
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/pQmgD/A-Natives-Return-1945-1988-Twentieth-Century-Journey
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/pQmgD/A-Natives-Return-1945-1988-Twentieth-Century-Journey
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/pQmgD/A-Natives-Return-1945-1988-Twentieth-Century-Journey
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/pQmgD/A-Natives-Return-1945-1988-Twentieth-Century-Journey


The prominent journalist, historian, and author—an eyewitness to some of the most pivotal
events of the twentieth century—tells the story of his final years. In the last book of a three-
volume series, William L. Shirer recounts his return to Berlin after the Third Reich’s defeat, his
shocking firing by CBS News, and his final visit to Paris sixty years after he first lived there as a
cub reporter in the 1920s. It paints a bittersweet picture of his final decades, friends lost to old
age, and a changing world. More personal than the first two volumes, this final installment takes
an unflinching look at the author’s own struggles after World War II—and his vindication after the
publication of The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, his most acclaimed work. It also provides
intimate details of his often-troubled marriage. This book gives readers a surprising and moving
account of the last years of a true historian—and an important witness to history.

''This third and final installment of the author/broadcaster's memoirs examines in human terms
the forces that shaped the history of the past five decades. Included in Shirer's well-wrought
narrative are such little-known events as the trials of American broadcasters who propagandized
for the Third Reich during WW II, as well as such more familiar matters as the McCarthyism of
the 1950's. The author's comments are refreshingly unfettered by self-consciousness...A fine,
fitting conclusion to an important work of autobiography.'' --Kirkus Reviews --This text refers to
the audioCD edition.About the AuthorWilliam L. Shirer (1904-1993) was an American journalist
and war correspondent. He wrote The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, a history of Nazi
Germany that has been read by many and cited in scholarly works for more than fifty years and
was #1 New York Times bestseller. Originally a foreign correspondent for the Chicago Tribune
and the International News Service, he was the first reporter hired by Edward R. Murrow for what
would become a CBS radio team of journalists known as ''Murrow's Boys.'' He reported from
Berlin for the Universal News Service and for CBS on the rise of the Nazis, and he covered their
fall as a war correspondent. Out of these reports grew his other New York Times bestsellers
Berlin Diary, The Nightmare Years, End of a Berlin Diary, Midcentury Journey, and The Collapse
of the Third Republic. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich sold more copies for the Book-of-the-
Month Club than any other book in the club's history.--This text refers to the audioCD edition.
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Roger J. Buffington, “Pretty interesting and readable autobiography by a noted writer of history.
Most of us know William Shirer because of his authorship of "The Rise and Fall of the Third
Reich" which, in my opinion, is worthy of any man's life's work. I did not know much else about
him until I read this highly readable and interesting autobiography. This one is actually the third
installment of a three-volume autobiographical set, more or less in chronological order. This one
deals with the time period immediately following World War 2 and on into the 1980s.This is a
highly readable autobiography. In my opinion Shirer comes across as an ethical and decent
man, who is nevertheless not above settling scores. There are numerous places where he
rebuts book critics who gave him unfavorable book reviews -- these reviews are long forgotten
and one wonders whether this type of score-settling really had any point. Shirer also tells us
about the breakup of his longstanding marriage to a lovely Austrian woman with whom he had
two lovely daughters. Although he is less than candid, it appears that Shirer strayed, and this
precipitated the breakup. I may be wrong; but that seems to be what he is telling us.One thing
that comes through with crystal clarity is that Shirer has not, or at least during the 1980s had not,
forgiven the Germans for World War 2 and the horrors they precipitated. He recounts in harsh
unforgiving tones the well-known incident of when President Reagan honored German war dead
in order to further strengthen Germany's commitment to NATO ( a problem that still troubles US
Presidents today). The point Reagan was trying to make (which remains controversial today)
was that America and (then) West Germany had to stand together against Soviet militarism and
tyranny. Shirer completely misses this point, and his Left-of-Center political outlook causes him
to minimize the nature of the Soviet threat in those days. A threat that was very real indeed and
against which President Reagan was leading the Western democracies and our allies in
Asia.These are minor quibbles. This is an excellent autobiography by a highly intelligent and
decent man. His tale of his firing from CBS is absolutely rivetting -- how people who were his
close friends could so abruptly turn on him is puzzling, to say the least, and makes for a
fascinating study in the intersection of friendship and corporate politics and survival. It would
have been very interesting to hear the other side of the argument (I assume that there is one.)I
recommend this autobiography to anyone interested in politics, and in one of the more
significant political/historical writers of the 20th Century.  RJB.”

Mr. Jones, “Grand slam. I read Volume III at the same time that I read Volume II. I enjoyed
Volume III just as much as I enjoyed volume II.In particular, I liked reading about:1. Shirer's
philosophical musings about meaning of life, especially in the General Introduction2. The
circumstances surrounding the publication of Berlin Diary. Blanche Knopf was enthusiastic,
Alfred hated the book, and did not want to publish it.3. Shirer's breakup with Murrow.4. The down
years after the firing by CBS, and the writing of Rise and Fall of the Third Reich.5. Shirer's
recounting of receptions to his books, especially the narrow-minded and exclusionary



'professional' historians.6. Shirer's coming to grips with the prospect of mortality.Shirer's writing
is lean and sharp as usual. In this book, Shirer does not shy away from discussing the
deterioration of his marriage, and his relationship with another woman (while still married).”

Chris C., “Well written.. I have read Shirer’s other two volumes and this last volume moves into
his retirement years and provides an interesting look into his private as well as public life.”

Dale L. Netherton, “A great historical read.. The author is a meticuloous note taker with a a
remarkable memory and a technique for storytelling that is matched by few.”

James Avilez, “One of my favorite authors. Should be required reading”

Andre Pelletier, “Livre important. William Shirer, par sa profession et sa clarté d'esprit, est un
témoin direct très important des catastrophes humanitaires qui ont marqués le XXe siècle.”

Ryan :), “Great read. This book is amazing and well written, I didn’t even know the writer well and
he somehow kept me interested the whole time, highly recommend”

laxmi kant misra, “Perfect satisfaction. Almost perfect clean copy”

The book by William L. Shirer has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 56 people have provided feedback.
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